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PETITION TO WITHDRAW APPLICATION FROM ISSUE 

Mail Stop 313c RECEIVED 
Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 SEP 1 9 2003 

ArHng.cn, VA223B-U50 0FRCE OF PETITIONS 

Sir: 

This is a Petition to withdraw the captioned application from issue pursuant to 
37 C.F.R. § 1.313(c)(2). The issue fee was paid on 15 August 2003. Applicants have consulted 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval service and no issue date is presently indicated. 
Applicants petition to withdraw this application in consideration of their request for continued 
examination under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 14, which is filed contemporaneously herewith. In support of 
this Petition, the Applicants further state as follows. 

On 20 June 2003, an International Search Report (ISR) was generated by the 
International Search Authority with regard to an international application under the Patent 
Cooperation Treaty (PCT) in an application co-owned by Applicants' employer concerning 
related subject matter. This ISR disclosed two references that have not yet been considered by 
the U.S. examiner in the prosecution of this application. In early August 2003, Applicants 
further became aware of a published German utility model application that has not been 
considered by the Examiner in this case. Applicants believe these references may be potentially 
relevant in the field of art and should be considered by the examiner before issuance of a patent 
for this application is allowed. 
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CONCLUSION 

Because three new and potentially relevant references have been recently discovered, 
Applicants request that their application be withdrawn from issuance with all due haste so that 
these references may be duly considered by the Examiner in the request for continued 
examination filed contemporaneously herewith. 

Dated this [V_ day of September 2003 y 
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